again on what had been said so many times already,
remembering a dozen different things they had for-
gotten before, and striving to extract every ounce of
pleasure from the brief time allowed them and to
stifle the apprehension that lurked beneath their
delight; and all the while time went on, and they heard
the clock strike hour after hour without being conscious
of its meaning.

But gradually an increasing uneasiness made them
aware of the passage of time, until it finally began to
spoil their pleasure in being together. Michel was the
first to suggest going, and Catherine hardly opposed
him, although it was more than an hour before the
time fixed for his departure: they hastened their fare-
wells lest chance, which had served them so well
hitherto, should fail them now, and parted in a sudden
access of high spirits at having succeeded so well, and
full of a happy confidence of soon meeting again.
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